Impaired clonogenic potential of CD25 positive T cells in lymph nodes involved by B cell non-Hodgkin's lymphomas.
In vivo activated T cells (CD25+) present in lymph nodes involved by B-non-Hodgkin's lymphomas (B-NHL) were investigated here for their ability to proliferate in vitro. CD25-/CD25+ T cells were isolated using a rosette method with magnetic beads, then the frequency of proliferating T lymphocyte-precursors (PTL-P) in both populations was assessed by limiting dilution experiments, in the presence of IL2, PHA and allogeneic spleen cells as feeders. In a total of 16 cases studied, growing microcultures were observed in all cases for CD25- T cells (mean value of PTL-P frequency: 1/32; range 1/10 - 1/2899) but in 6 cases only for CD25+ T cells (mean value of PTL-P frequency: 1/441; range 1/119 - 1/3736); the absence of any proliferative cultures in the 10 other cases indicated that the number of PTL-P was inferior to 1/12480. These results suggest that the proliferative potential of CD25+ T cells infiltrating lymph nodes involved by B-NHL is paradoxically decreased.